*** PLEASE FILL IN THE BOLD BRACKETED SECTIONS OF THE LETTER***
[Address of Chief Constable] 

[Date]

Dear  [Name of Chief Constable],

RE: Removal of DNA sample and profile
I am writing to you formally to request the removal of my DNA profile currently stored on the National DNA database and the destruction of the corresponding DNA sample. 

On [date], I was arrested by [name of police force] on the grounds of [name of crime]. As a result, I had a DNA sample taken and my DNA profile was loaded onto the National DNA database. However, my case was later thrown out at [name of court] on [date] / I was never charged with this offence. 
As you will know, under the 2001 and 2003 Criminal Justice Acts, the power of police forces to retain the DNA samples of those convicted of crimes was extended to cover anyone who is charged, cautioned or warned, regardless of whether or not they are found guilty. Since 2001, nearly 1 million DNA profiles from people who have never been convicted of a crime are stored on the DNA database. I am one of those people.

You will also be aware that on 4th December 2008, in the case of S. and Marper v. the United Kingdom, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that the policy of indefinitely retaining the DNA samples and profiles of individuals not found guilty in a court of law is unlawful and a breach of human rights. The ruling stated:
"In conclusion, the Court finds that the blanket and indiscriminate nature of the powers of retention of the fingerprints, cellular samples and DNA profiles of persons suspected but not convicted of offences, as applied in the case of the present applicants, fails to strike a fair balance between the competing public and private interests and that the respondent State has overstepped any acceptable margin of appreciation in this regard. Accordingly, the retention at issue constitutes a disproportionate interference with the applicants' right to respect for private life and cannot be regarded as necessary in a democratic society.” 

It is a fundamental principle of the British justice system that people are innocent until proven guilty. However, as with the S. and Marper case, I too have never been found guilty of the crime for which I was arrested, and yet through the retention of my DNA, I am being treated in the same way as someone who has. 

*Optional* 

In addition, [Any additional factors or exceptional circumstances that can help the case. In particular, your case will be strengthened if any of the following apply:
· A false allegation was made

· You were unlawfully arrested/ cautioned
· You were wrongfully arrested 

· The caution given was inappropriate 

· You were unlawfully processed 
· A judge ruled that no offence took place 

· You were unlawfully reprimanded 

· The reprimand given was inappropriate 

· You were inappropriately advised re: sample retention] 

I understand that as the Chief Constable of the police force that took my DNA sample, you have the power under the 2001 Act to order that my DNA profile be removed and the sample destroyed. Therefore, in the light of this landmark ruling from the ECHR, (and of the other exceptional circumstances of my case that I have outlined above), I am requesting that my DNA profile be removed from the National DNA database and the corresponding DNA sample be destroyed as soon as is practicable. 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely, 

